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What is Community Choice Aggregation? 

üAllows communities to leverage their combined demand to purchase the kinds of 
power supply and energy services that meet their needs, goals and values

üMain goals of CCAs:

üLower costs for consumers 

üOffer residents and small businesses renewable generation portfolios 

üCity would negotiate with an energy supplier for all homes & small businesses 
that choose to participate in this innovative way of purchasing electricity

üResidents & small businesses have the freedom to opt out ïnot participate



Community Choice Aggregation (CCA ) Process

Early
ÅCity chooses an administrator of the program

ÅCCA Administrator and the City provide education on program

Mid
ÅCity passes a local law authorizing the formation of the CCA Program 

ÅCCA Administrator issues solicitations for bids from energy providers 

Final

ÅCCA Administrator recommends the most favorable provider that meets the CCA program's needs

ÅCity Council votes to participate in the Program and approves supplier

ÅCCA Administrator will handle state reporting requirements ïnot city staff

ÅResidents and small businesses can opt out at any time with no fees or penalty. It takes 1 to 2 
billing cycles to return to National Grid.



Supply

ωCCA buys electric supply

ωCity can request 100% renewable option

Transmission

ωNational Grid transmits and distributes electricity to 
consumers

Consumers
ωReceive electricity from CCA chosen entity

Where does CCA energy come from?
Credit: Capital District Community Energy 

Photo: Maple Ridge Wind Farm.
Credit: Nat'l Renewable Energy Lab



Traditional Electricity Mix for Capital Region

Fossil Fuels

32% 31% 30% 7%

Nuclear Hydroelectric Renewables

Source: EPA ςhttps:// www.epa.gov/energy/power-profiler SlideAdapted fromwƻŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ

Where does National Gridôs energy come from?

https://www.epa.gov/energy/power-profiler
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What Stays the Same? Utility Bill
l : Delivery vs. Supply

Charge to 
generate 
electricity

Charge to 
deliver via 
wires etc.

This amount 
wonôt change

Money that 
you pay will  

go to ñgreenò 
suppliers



What Stays the Same ? National Grid

ü National Grid will still be 
responsible for billing, delivery, 
power outages, and 
maintenance.

ü Customers still eligible for 
National Grid rebates for 
furnaces, electric vehicles, water 
heaters, etc.



What are the Potential Benefits ?

üLower rates 

üSame Monthly Price for Two to Three Years

üFreedom of choice 

üOpt up to 100% renewable energy

ü100% renewable energy triggers green investments and 
local jobs

PHOTO: MAPLE RIDGE WIND FARM.
Credit: Nat'l Renewable Energy Lab

PHOTO: A SOLAR FARM IN GLENMONT.
Credit: Capital District Community Energy 

PHOTO: HYDRO IN COHOES
Credit: Capital District Community Energy 



ñBut, I thought renewables were expensive!ò

Sources: 

Lazard Financial Advisors 
via
Energy Innovations LLC

!!

Production Cost of Renewable Energy Now 
óLowerô Than Fossil Fuels  Forbes 4/24/2018

https://energyinnovation.org/2018/01/22/renewable-energy-levelized-cost-of-energy-already-cheaper-than-fossil-fuels-and-prices-keep-plunging/

